On the distribution of Dunhenvedia odontoplax
The microcrustacean Dunhenvedia odontoplax (Figure 1 ), which belongs to the sub-famíly Aloninae (Cladocera Chydoridae), occurs commonly in Neotropical freshwater (Smirnov, 1996) . In Brazil, it was first reported in São Paulo State by Sars (1901) , and later in the states of Roraima, by Smirnov and Santos-Silva (1995) , Pernambuco, by Brehm (1937 , 1938 and Rio Grande do Sul, by Montú and Gloeden (1986) , indicating a wide latitudinal distribution. In the Paraná River basin, the Dunhenvedia odontoplax was observed to occur throughout the year, in both lentic and lotic habitats (Ferrato, 1967) . This species was also reported in floodplain lakes, in this same basin, by Sendacz et al. (1983) .
In the present study, the geographical distribution of this species in São Paulo State is analyzed, from a large number of samples. This paper is a result of the Subproject "Zooplankton diversity and the state of degradation of São Paulo State freshwaters", part of the Biota/ FAPESP Program -The Institute of Virtual Biodiversity (www.biotasp.org.br).
Zooplankton communities of 22 water-resource management units (Figure 2 ), referred to henceforth as UGRHi (Unidades de Gerenciamento dos Recursos Hídricos) were sampled between 9/9/1999 and 28/8/2002, giving a total of 373 samples from 223 water-bodies, which ranged from small streams, through rivers, ponds and lakes up to large reservoirs. In the very small waterbodies, only the littoral zone was sampled, while in bigger ones, both littoral and limnetic zones were sampled.
This species was found inside a restricted geographic area, occurring in only seven water bodies located in five UGRHi and was therefore considered a rare species. It occurred in the following UGRHI: Sapucaí/ Grande, Tietê/Batalha, Baixo Tietê, Aguapeí and Peixe. In the Sapucaí/Grande unit D. odontoplax was collected from the littoral region of the Volta Grande Reservoir, associated with macrophytes, whereas in the Tietê/Batalha UGRHi it was found in the Pongaí arm of Promissão Reservoir, also in the littoral region. In the Baixo Tietê UGRHi, on the other hand, D. odontoplax occurred in the large reservoirs Três Irmãos (Água Fria Stream) (and Jupiá (near dam). It also occurred in the unit Peixe near the mouth of the river Peixe and in two water bodies in the unit Aguapeí (Marreco pond and Tupã reservoir). Marreco Pond is highly eutrophic and densely covered by macrophytes, mainly Nymphaea sp. It has the highest species richness and abundance of Chydoridae recorded in the water bodies in the Biota Project sampling program. Physical and chemical variables measured in these water bodies are summarized in Table 1 . The pH varied from slightly acid to neutral (6.14 to 7.02) and water electrical conductivity varied widely, from 38 to 184 µS.cm -1 . Oxygen concentration was high (5.42 to 8.89 mg.L -1 ). Nutrient concentrations also varied widely among the water bodies where this species was found. Ferrato (1967) registered its occurrence in lotic environments at depths varying from 2 to 4 m, in strong currents of moderate turbidity, on floating macrophytes. In the present study, this species also occurred in lotic environments, although the depth was not recorded.
D. odontoplax was frequently found associated with macrophytes, both scattered and in dense stands. It occurred in large reservoirs or in semi-lotic water bodies. It was found in a lake (Marreco Pond) and a semi-lotic environment (Tupã Reservoir) only in the Aguapeí unit. The occurrence in both lotic and lentic environments was already observed by Ferrato (1967) . Although still considered a rare species, the distribution of Dunhenvedia odontoplax in the State of São Paulo now extends from one to seven localities as a result of the wide sampling coverage performed in the BIOTA PROGRAM. 
